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AFTER GENEVA: MORE STRUGGLE 


The Geneva Conference which started with the idea of calling Red China to account for 
itself before the bar of world opinion has ended in complete victory for the communists. But un- 
like the victories of classic times which usually were followed by at least a short period of peace, 
the truce in Indo-China merely signals an intensification of the struggle against communist 
expansion. 


The direction this expansion will take is indicated by a number of strong statements from 
communist sources and covers activities in Europe as well as in Asia. The communists interpret 
the Geneva results as a sign that U.S. power is declining while communist power grows. Com- 
munists will waste no time in pressing their advantage. 


The first new objective may be Formosa. Radio Peking, on July 16, 1954, bluntly an- 
nounced that the United States was using Taiwan (Formosa) as a base to launch aggression against 
China and to threaten the peace of Asia. “Taiwan is part of the inviolable territory of the People's 
Republic of China. The 600,000,000 people of the Chinese People's Republic are firm in their 
determination to liberate their own territory of Taiwan." 


A Double Problem 


Whether the Red Chinese will try to gain control of Formosa through the U.N. or whether 
a will use Nationalist seizures of Soviet oil tankers as a pretext for attacking the island, or 
both, presents a double problem for U.S. strategists. 


Meanwhile, in Southeast Asia another colonial issue is arising which may find the Red 
Chinese on the side of the Indonesians who want to wrest control of western New Guinea away 
from the Dutch. The Indonesians already have sought and received aid and comfort on this issue 
from Chou En-lai, Red China's foreign minister. 


The editorial of at least one Red Chinese newspaper claims that the Geneva Conference 
changed the balance of power in Asia and that Asian countries are rushing to improve relationships 
with Red China as they "recognize the impact of New China's position as a major power and 
tremendous role in intemational affairs." 








Although the Soviet Union has remained comparatively quiet about its future plans, a 
propaganda campaign for another Big Four Conference in Berlin already is underway. Realizing 
that the Westem powers probably would tum down a direct request for another get-together on the 
heels of the Geneva Conference, Kremlin strategists have started a propaganda build-up for it. 
On June 10, 1954, the communist-dominated International Conference for Reduction of World 
Tension meeting in Stockholm called for another Big Four Conference on the unification of 
Gerrnany as soon as possible. 


The moves of the communists in both Europe and Asia in the near future may be summed up 
by an article in the Soviet publication, "News", of June 1954, which indicates the Soviet Union 
will promote its earlier proposal of a European treaty of mutual security while the Red Chinese 
will carry out their aggressions in Asia under cover of a collective security plan for Asia. 


In any case, the results of the Geneva Conference will mean an intensified struggle for 
anti-communists the world over. 


THE MOUNTING ATTACK AGAINST CHRISTIANITY 


Has the Kremlin at last launched a world-wide effort to destroy Christianity? Or are 
Christian churches beginning to make inroads against communism behind the Iron Curtain? 


These questions undoubtedly will be discussed, if not publicly, at least in private, by re- 
ligious leaders of the world when they meet at the World Council of Churches' second assembly 
in Evanston, Ill., August 15 to 31. 


For more than 35 years the communists have been conducting an unmistakable campaign to 
destroy Christian belief within the Soviet Union. They have consistently condemned it as "the 
opiate of the people", "religious fairy tales", and as a collection of "antiscientific conceptions." 


Within recent months, however, a flurry of church activity has been reported from Iron 
Curtain countries. A delegation from the World Baptist Alliance and a group of German Lutheran 
leaders visited Moscow early in June, according to a report from Radio Moscow on June 18, 1954. 


A conference of Protestants of Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland was held in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, June 2 to 4, to prepare for the World Council of Churches meeting in the United 
States. And in June, too, Protestant religious leaders of East and West Germany met in Leipzig, 
East Germany, for the 1954 all-German Evangelical Protestant Rally. 


No Change In Communist Aims 


Does all this mean that the communists are putting an end to Lenin's basic thesis that com- 
munism must destroy Christianity? Dr. Cyril Garbett, Archbishop of York, England, who has 
just completed a study of new evidence on this subject, states unequivocally that the communists' 
aim has not changed. They still want to destroy Christianity. 


What then lies behind all this religious activity? There is no simple answer, but three 
trends in the communist approach toward churches and religious groups of the free world are be- 
ginning to appear. 


The first of these is a STEPPED-UP DRIVE TO WIN THE SUPPORT OF CHRISTIANS IN THE 
FREE WORLD FOR THE COMMUNIST-SPONSORED PETITION TO BAN THE H-BOMB. The 
stakes involved in this campaign are high. As Alexander Karev, general secretary of the Union of 
Baptists of the USSR, reveals in the Soviet publication, "News", of June 1954, the communist 
aim is to swing the tremendous moral force of the Christian world in favor of the PHONY 
COMMUNIST "PARTISANS OF PEACE" movement and against the U.S. anti-communist defense 
policy which "involves use of H-bombs as a threat, a deterrant or an actual weapon." 
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Following a familiar propaganda pattem, Kremlin strategists now have seen to it that the 
call for Christian support of the ban on H-bombs has come from non-communist as well as com- 
munist sources. Radio Moscow on June 25, 1954, reported that religious leaders at the Interna- 
tional Conference for the Reduction of World Tension in Stockholm had urged "churches and 
religious organizations of all countries" to ban the use of “atomic, thermonuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction." If this campaign runs true to form, the World Council of Churches 
will be asked to endorse the H-bomb ban. 


In addition to this bold attempt to subvert Christian churches to support a communist 
propaganda campaign, signs are beginning to appear of a subtle program to break down Christian 
opposition to communism, the first step toward the destruction of Christian belief. 


Here are the two prongs of this attack. Watch for them! (1) The promotion of the false 
idea that a person can be a Christian and a communist at the same time that, in fact, 


communism is the path along which modem Christianity should follow; (2 A vicious attempt to 
discredit the divine origin of Christ. 


The Case of Rev. Melish 


Under the headline, "Theology Prof. Backs Melish View on Christian Comminists", the 
"Daily Worker," of July 13, 1954, reports on a guest sermon it says was made from the pulpit of 
Rev. William Howard Melish's church in Brooklyn Heights, New York. This sermon is in direct 
line of support of the new commie line pointed out in the preceding paragraph. 


In this article, the guest preacher, Dr. Joseph E. Fletcher, Professor of Christian Ethics at 
the Episcopal Theological School, Cambridge, Mass., is quoted as supporting the view Rev. 
Melish had taken in testimony before the Subversive Activities Control Board in Washington some 


time earlier. 


In that testimony, Rev. Melish said: “A Christian may be a Communist in terms of his 
views of society, but may not be a Communist in terms of Marxist-Leninist philosophy ." 
Dr. Fletcher was said to have cited Karl Barth, "the greatest living Protestant theologian in 
Europe today", Dr. Hewlett Johnson, the so-called "Red Dean of Canterbury", and the 
Christian theologian, Hromadka, of Czechoslovakia, as supporting this view. 


Whatever the intention of Dr. Fletcher and these other theologians might be, the effect of 
their statements is to give the communists a powerful argument for sowing confusion among 
Christian churchmen and for subverting some of them into supporting programs of the militantly 
anti-Christian communist conspiracy. 


A New Book Points the Way 


The direction that the communist attack on Christianity is likely to take is again indicated 
by the announcement of a new book to be published by Intemational Publishers on "The Origins 
of Christianity." 


In reviewing the book, the "Daily Worker" of July 13, 1954, reveals that the author, 
Archibald Robertson, attempts to explain the "tangled problem of Christian origins" and develop- 
ment of Christianity in terms of "controversies of social classes taking place in a sick and dying 
society" and "the revolutionary role of the Prophets", followed by "the final crystalization of a 
new, dogmatic and authoritarian religion." The parallel with the materialist Marxist-Leninist 
theory of class warfare and revolutionary Party activity followed by a dictatorship of the proletariat 
is too marked to be overlooked. Nor can it be overlooked that by interpreting the origin of 
Christianity in materialistic terms, they hope to discredit the divine origin of Christ. 


The conclusion must be that if Christians can be talked into the idea that they can also be 


communists, they can be talked into swallowing most of the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism as 
well, 
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And what is happening on the religious front back in Moscow? The reopening of several 
Russian Orthodox Churches has sent the Komsomol (Young Communist League) into a new program 
to "sever Soviet youth from the reactionary influence of religion." 


The Komsomol journal, "Young Communist", of June 1954, sneers at "atheists" who adopt 
a "compromising attitude toward religious rites and holidays" and urged that a "struggle against 
religious rites and holidays must be carried out by all our cultural forces and agitators" as "one 
of the most important tasks of the Communist upbringing of the masses." 


WHAT DO WE FACE? 


The Communist victory at Geneva has altered the world's balance of power. Elevation of 
Red China to the de facto status of a Big Power points up the fact that today the world is divided 
between the communists, who control 46 per cent of the world's population, and the United 
States and its allies who control 18 per cent, while the remaining 36 per cent is in neutralist 
countries which are hanging in the balance. 


The real enemies, however, do not add up to 46 per cent of the world's population, for 
there are many friends of freedom behind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains. What we are faced 
with is the army of Communist Party members, the "hard core", the shock troops of the com- 
munist conspiracy to conquer the world for Moscow, 


How many of these are there? "The Agitator's Notebook," published in Moscow for the 
use of communist political agitators, recently stated that nearly 30,000,000 men and women be- 
long to Communist Parties throughout the world. Over 20,000,000 of these are in the Soviet 
Union, Red China and the captive countnies. 


The Number In The Free World 


Of the remaining 9,000,000 or so located in countries of the free world, 2,061,000 are in 
Italy, 506,000 in France, 100,000 in Japan, 60,000 in the United States, and 35,000 in Great | 


Britain. 


All of these are not “hard core" communists. Palmiro Togliati, top Italian communist, sets 
the number of "hard core" Communists, who “have become linked with the Party over a number 
of years", at about 1,800,000. The estimated figure of "hard core" Party members in the U.S. 
is from 25,000 to 35,000. In France, which has lost nearly 45 per cent of its Party membership 
since 1948, the Party also has been losing some of its punch. About 29 per cent of its members 
are over 50 years of age, while only 11 per cent are in the desired age grouping of under 25. 


While these figures are small in comparison with the total populations of these countries, 
the numbers are given added strength by their centralized support and direction from the Kremlin 
and by the lack of unified and determined opposition by the free peoples whom they are out to 
conquer, piece by piece. 


To avoid any doubt as to their major target, the official Soviet-Communist Party organ, 
"Communist", of April 1954, sets the task for all Parties in these words: "The basic attack of 
the working class (meaning, the communists) is directed against the policies of the imperialist 
oligarchy of the U.S.A." 
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The Communists have selected the United States as their major enemy in the free world. 
Perhaps it is time we began to plan, not for defense, but for victory in what has become a world 
war between communism and atheism on the one hand, and religious, economic and political 
freedom on the other. 


HOW THE TIDE RUNS IN LATIN AMERICA 


Now that the furor over Guatemala has died down, Latin America has slipped from the 
front pages of the daily newspapers, but it remains a center of intense struggle for communists 
both on the scene and in Moscow. 


While the recapture of Guatemala by anti-communist forces was a severe set-back to 
communist plans for using it as a base from which to extend their influence, the Reds are 
spending little time crying over their loss. Instead, their propagandists are busily increasing their 
political agitation against the United States, and have begun to crow about small, but yet 
significant, victories. 


For example, the Latin American Confederation of Workers (CTAL) has come out with the 
accusation that "John Puerifoy, the U.S. Ambassador and an agent of the U.S. FBI under his 
charge, are directing a reign of terror in Guatemala." 


As reported in the "Daily Worker", of July 13, 1954, the CTAL claims that, "trade 
unionists, militant peasants and democrats in general are being tortured by having the skin re- 
moved from the soles of their feet." 


U.S. Still Under Attack 


"This move," added the CTAL," constitutes one more step in the realization of the plans of 
Yankee imperialism to destroy civil liberties in the Americas, and to liquidate the best militants 
for the cause of national independence of our countries." 


The newspaper report continues with the accusation that, “signs bearing an obvious Franco 
flavor are being painted all over the city. They read: 'Religion Triumphs' and 'God, Country 
and Liberty,'" and that, "the recent manifesto of Col. Castillo Armas was along obvious clerical 
lines." 


But the communists also point to small successes. The same newspaper reports that "despite 
increased attacks, the Communist Party continues to expand its influence" and mentions that in 
the April 2 elections "Communist candidates rolled up a total of 101,726 votes, 43 per cent more 
than they obtained in 1951." 


The major trends; however, are the increased propaganda against "Yankee imperialism" 
which appears to be having some success, especially in Chile, Mexico, Ecuador, Uruguay and 
Bolivia, and the increase of attempts to cause as much trouble in Latin America as possible. 


In one of the latest moves of this kind, unidentified "workers" in Venezuela have petitioned 
the Intemational Labor Organization, a specialized agency associated with the United Nations, 
not to hold a scheduled meeting of its petroleum section in Venezuela "unless the government 
frees all the labor leaders in prison." 


One of the countries which will act on that petition is the Soviet Union. Increasingly, the 
Soviet Union dropped its membership in ILO in 1939 and did not rejoin the agency until April of 
this year at about the same time the Geneva Conference began. The purpose of the ILO is to 
serve as a meeting place for the world's workers, employers and government representatives to 
“collaborate for world peace based on social justice." 








THE TERMITES STRUGGLE ON 


Claude Lightfoot, one of the communist hierarchy in the U.S., gives us an unusual insight 
into the problems and goals of Party members here in an article in the June 1954 "Political 
Affairs." 


Lightfoot urges that in the period ahead the "Party must concentrate more than ever in 
training and developing local forces — forces which have roots in the given community or in- 
dustry — to build the influence of the Party." 


The objectives of the Party, he says, must be "the election of many Left Progressives and 
communists to public office, while building a coalition with other forces." 


But in a moment of unusual candor, he admits life is not as easy for the communists in the 
U.S. as it used to be. "Formerly", he says, "the greater portion of the Party's mass work was 
done in relationship with broader forces who accepted communist participation. These forces not 
only accepted our participation but in many situations sought our counsel and assistance in de- 
veloping programs. Life under such circumstances was much simpler." 


Unwanted Citizens 


"Today", he says, “we are unwanted citizens in most of the broad people's mass organiza- 
tions. The leadership of these organizations spends sleepless nights trying to prevent our members 
from gaining influence." 


That communists are pressing every opportunity to participate in mass organization, was 
revealed by the "Daily Worker", of July 4, 1954, which reported on the outcome of National 
Academic Freedom Week and the Green Feather Campaign. 


In connection with National Academic Freedom Week, devoted to discussions of academic 
freedom on U.S. college campusses, some students at the University of Illinois started the Green 
Feather campaign against McCarthyism, according to the newspaper report, which adds: 


"The Green Feather movement, while it generally expresses an anti-communist outlook in 
its credo, it nonetheless defends the democratic liberties of the Left, including the communists, 
and their right to participate in the fight against McCarthyism." 


If you leave the door open a crack, they'll try to squeeze in. 
THE "PARTY" IN POLITICS 


Communist Party policy in the 1954 Congressional elections will be decided at a national 
conference in New York, August 7 and 8, according to Pettis Perry, chairman of the Communist 
National Election Committee. 


Perry, as reported in the "Daily Worker", of July 7, 1954, declared that the conference 
will reveal the Party position toward candidates and programs of the major parties. The Party's 
general aim, however, is to “elect an anti-McCarthy-McCarran-Dixiecrat type of candidate." 


The Party is not expected to come up with any surprises as a result of the August conference. 
Their stringy already has been laid out in the Party's Draft Program which states that the coming 
elections will be a time for Party members to join with legitimate political party groups in an 
effort to defeat strong anti-communists. 


Any political group which invites communist support, or even permit communists to associate 
with them in their legitimate political aims, is courting unsuspected trouble. For the communists 
have developed what might be called "bear hug" tactics for use on non-communist groups with 
which they work. 
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The “Bear Hug" Tactic 


An example of this tactic appeared in the "Daily Worker", of July 9, 1954. The newspaper 
carried a letter from "P.L." which referred to the Party's Draft Program and went on to urge the 
Party to issue a statement supporting the U.S. Constitution. 


"In its program," P.L. writes, "the Communist Party should come out with the slogan: ' Jobs, 
Peace and the Preservation of the Constitution.'" You can always expect to find a joker in any 
communist proposal of this type and P.L. is quick to add his by stating, "And new amendments 
should be added to the Constitution assuring jobs for everyone. There should be another against 
universal military training, drafting and especially against sending draftees out of the U.S.A. 
to fight on foreign soil." 


No matter what the August conference comes up with, politicians of all legitimate political 
parties will have to be alert for new men in politics who aim to use legitimate political groups 
for the sole purpose of defeating strong anti-communists. One type especially to watch for is the 
man who wants to strengthen American institutions by amendments which would change their 
- nature along lines dictated by Porty policy. 


RED "SPORTSMEN" IN THE OLYMPICS 


When the world's champions of sport gather in Melbourne, Australia, for the 1956 Olympic 
contests, all eyes will be watching the performance of athletes from Red China. For while the 
Red Chinese have been trying to blast their way into the United Nations, they have managed to 
have themselves quietly voted into the Olympics despite determined U.S. opposition. 


While the voting was secret, the "Daily Worker", of May 17, 1954, reports that support 
for Red China's admission to the Olympics came from the Soviet Union, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Bulgaria, British Commonwealth representatives, Norway, Sweden, and Finland. The 
final vote was 23 for Red China's admission and 21 votes against. 


This quiet victory, hardly noticed by the press of the free world, puts the Red Chinese on an 
equal footing with the athletes of the major western powers. But much more significant, it puts 
them in a position to help the athletes of the Soviet Union and the captive countries to wrest 
world sports dominance from the United States. 


Communists Are Out To Win 


In simple terms, the communists are out to win the 1956 Olympics and, thus, to replace the 
U.S. as the sports leader of the world. John T. McGovern, veteran U.S. Olympic official, al- 
ready has pointed out that since the 1952 Olympic games in Finland, the Reds have launched an 
all-out sports offensive. It involves special sports camps, scouts who carefully comb the Red 
Army for outstanding athletes, and full-time sports training in the supreme effort to develop 
athletes who can beat the Americans. 


In customary communist fashion the sports offensive is backed up by a full-scale propaganda 
campaign which includes a rash of magazine advertisements to stimulate sports activity among 
communist youth. A typical advertisement appeared in the "Young Kolhoznik", a magazine for 
farm youth, in March 1954, The full-page ad urged Soviet youth to "read books on physical 


culture and sport", and listed 18 new books on almost every sport from acrobatics and swimming 
to soccer and ice skating. 


But the sports offensive is more than propaganda. The Soviet magazine, "Sports", of 
January 1954, proudly reported on the material preparations the government was making for 
sports activities during 1954. These included the manufacture of 40 million pairs of shorts, 5 
million ski outfits, 8 million pair of sports shoes and 947,000 ice skates. 
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Output of Sports Equipment Up 


Besides all this, the government sports equipment quota calls for production of 4,500 bars 
for weight lifters, 6,600 parallel bars and 6,450 horses for ape, and 110 racing shells. A 
special laboratory also has been set up “to develop new and better types of sports equipment" for 
the increasing crop of communist athletes. 


ls this sports offensive a success? The communist theory of human behavior is that man is 
an animal which is controlled completely by its reflexes and its environment. By using an 
overwhelming flood of propaganda to elas interest in sports on the one hand, and by pro- 
viding sports equipment on the other, they expect to tum the Soviet Union over-night into a land 
of sports enthusiasts. Although their theory of human behavior is false, the sports offensive is 
having considerable success. The reason: sports activity gives the people a chance to get away 
from the constant drumming of communist propaganda and offers them outlets for both their 
natural competitive instincts and their desire for individual expression. This program of stirring 
up the spirit of individual competition among their people may help to lead to the eventual 
overthrow of the communist tyranny. 


Attitude Toward Sports 


Aside from the all-out drive to develop athletes who can beat the Americans in the upcom- 
ing Olympics, what is the communist view toward sports? Do they think of sports as a form of 
recreation or as a part-time activity of high school and college students? 


During the meeting of the International Olympic Committee at which Red China was ac- 
cepted as a member, the “eastern countries, particularly Russia, stated that they did not under- 
stand what the term ‘state of amateurism' means." In communist countries being an athlete is 
a full-time job. As John T. McGovem points out, the state-sponsored and subsidized Soviet 
athlete lives at sports centers with all expenses paid and draws a regular living allowance. 

Thus he makes his living from sports as does any professional in the U.S. - 


Avery Brundage, chairman of the International Olympic Committee, is very much inter- 
ested in the “state of amateurism" in communist sports, and in mid-July began a tour of southern 
Soviet sports centers "to see what they're doing here and see how they're producing these inter- 
national championship teams." Brundage also said he has been "leaming the Soviet's attitude 
and general philosophy on sport." 


There is no way to predict what the communists might tell Mr. Brundage about their "phil- 
osophy on sport", but he might do well to read the words of K. E. Voroshilov, Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, in name at least, the highest political office in the Soviet 
Union. Voroshilov has declared that communists "should not engage in sports for sport's sake, 
that sport should be subordinated to the general problems of Communist education. For what we 


are doing is developing and training not mere sportsmen, but citizens engaged in building up the 
Soviet State." 


Sports has become big business in communist countries today and its aim, like the aims of 
communist propaganda and diplomacy, is to defeat the U.S. in international contests, to express 
false friendship with free world countries it hopes to influence, and to walk from the field as 
champions of the world. Sports, thus, are being used by the communists as another means for 
furthering their unrelenting drive to conquer the world. 


“Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted if context is preserved and 
credit given." 





